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Introduction
The food loss and waste crisis represent a complex and multifaceted global issue that has created far-reaching impacts on the global economy, social welfare, and environmental sustainability. This study looks at food loss along the taro value chain, with a focus on postharvest handling procedures in Upolu, Samoa and Tongatapu, Tonga.

Objectives
The objective of the study is to gain a better understanding of these procedures and identify strategies for reducing food loss, improving economic outcomes, and promoting better nutrition for households involved in the taro value chain. The study also compares and contrasts the postharvest handling practices and losses between the two locations to gain insights into the similarities and differences in taro farming practices in Samoa and Tonga.

Methodology
Data for this study were collected through fieldwork, including interviews with farmers, sample collections, and laboratory observation. A total of 80 farmers were surveyed with 10 farmers shadowed from harvest to point of sale to document postharvest handling processes and associated losses.

Findings
The study findings contribute to knowledge on how to reduce food loss and waste in the Taro value chain and promote sustainable agriculture practices in Samoa and Tonga. In the wake of climate change, farmers reported increasing challenges related to unpredictable weather patterns, extreme rainfall events, and higher temperatures, all of which exacerbate postharvest losses and threaten the resilience of taro farming systems.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
By answering these research questions, we hope to gain a better understanding of the postharvest handling procedures of Taro in Samoa and Tonga and identify strategies for reducing food loss and improving the economic outcomes for households involved in the Taro value chain. Also, by comparing the postharvest handling practices and losses between the two locations, the study contributed to a better understanding of the similarities and differences in taro farming practices in Samoa and Tonga.   






