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The role of neighbourhoods in multi-level governance for climate resilience


	Introduction
Climate impacts demand local action, which is recognised through a growing emphasis on community-based empowerment for addressing climate risks 1–3. The ‘neighbourhood’ is often a focal point for interventions that seek to build community resilience4–8, yet there is limited critique of the role of the neighbourhood in the governance of climate resilience. This presentation explores what is known regarding the roles and influences of the neighbourhood in different phases of climate resilience governance (i.e., preparation/ongoing community development; recovery; and renewal/adaptation). The results are supported via preliminary empirical research in a climate hazard impacted community: Kalbarri, Western Australia. The findings demonstrate the need to better understand the neighbourhood as a critical scale within multi-level governance for climate resilience.

Objectives
To better understand the role of the neighbourhood in multi-level governance for climate resilience. 

Methodology
Scoping review of disaster risk reduction, community development and climate resilience scholarship where the neighbourhood is a focal scale. Household surveys, and semi-structured interviews with at risk-community members and community-based organisations in Kalbarri, Western Australia.

Findings
The ‘local’ scale is conceptualised as either individuals, households or the local government scale, with little attention paid to the neighbourhood. Furthermore, most scholarly work explores the interrelationship between community (as a collective of individuals/households), government authorities and non-government organisations immediately post event and, to some extent, during recovery. Less attention is placed on cross-scale relationships in the preparation and renewal/adaptation phases of climate resilience. 

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
Despite the increasing emphasis on locally driven climate resilience, how to best empower communities to take an active role in the decisions that affect them remains unclear. Furthermore, transitioning from top-down to inclusive governance of climate hazards remains a challenge9–12. Consequently, interventions to build community resilience are often mis-targeted and sometimes determinantal13. This work sets the stage to better understand the role of neighbourhoods as an actionable scale of decision-making in the governance of climate resilience, highlighting knowledge gaps to improve collaborative, flexible and equitable governance for the betterment of all communities. 
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