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Background/Objectives
Human papillomavirus (HPV) can lead to various diseases; low-risk strains can lead to genital warts, whereas high-risk strains can cause cervical cancer and cancer of the vulva in women. The HPV vaccination is clinically proven as one of the most effective preventive measures against cervical cancer and other HPV-associated genital chronic conditions. However, there recorded a low HPV vaccine uptake rate among women in Hong Kong, with only 2.9% adolescent girls and 9.7 % female university students reported to have received HPV vaccination in 2014. This study investigates the factors that have influenced the decision making process of women in Hong Kong on whether receiving HPV vaccination.
Methods
A qualitative research approach was adopted, with 40 women purposively sampled for the in-depth individual semistructured interviews from May to August 2017.
Results
[bookmark: _GoBack]Different factors, ranging from individual, societal, and cultural, were profound in the participants’ decision-making process of HPV vaccination. Their understanding on HPV and HPV vaccination, their perceived worthiness of HPV vaccine, their experiences of sexual activities and of suffering from gynaecological conditions, the social stigma attached on HPV vaccine, their acquisition of information about HPV vaccine, distrust on HPV vaccine, and the absence of preventive care in the health care practice were all interlocking to influence the decision making process of the participants in whether or not to receive HPV vaccination.
Discussion
Medical histories of the participants and the people around, and the frequency of sexual activities affect their perceived risk of getting cervical cancer and thus the perceived need of taking the vaccines. These perceptions then direct their assessment of worthiness of the vaccines. In Hong Kong, the promotion of HPV vaccination has made the vaccines to become “feminized” under the patriarchal cultural value system, further imposing the burden of disease on women. This provides an incomplete understanding of the HPV-associated issues and thus influences their decision making process among the participants. The medical system in Hong Kong also moulds a weak doctor-patient relationship that affects the perceived needs of HPV vaccination for the participants. A concept mapping model of vaccine hesitancy based on the findings is suggested.
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