DEATHS IN A PAEDIATRIC TERTIARY HOSPITAL – SHIFTING AWAY FROM ICU 
Introduction: In the developed world, most paediatric deaths follow withdrawal or withholding of medical treatment (WWMT), and have largely been studied within intensive care units. There has however been a recent push towards advance care planning and avoidance of interventions and ICU at the end of life.
Objectives: This audit aimed to describe the practice of WWMT at our centre and the evolution since 2007.
Methods: A retrospective review of medical records was conducted for all paediatric inpatient deaths at the Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne from April 2015 to April 2016, and results were compared to 2007 data from our centre. Chi squared tests were used for comparisons.
Results: 101 deaths occurred in the inpatient setting in 2015-2016. Most deaths followed WWMT (88/101, 87%) and occurred in children with pre-existing chronic conditions (85/101, 85%). There was a shift to earlier discussions with parents around WWMT since 2007. Cases where discussions begun prior to the last admission increased from 4% to 19% (p=0.004), and more children died outside of intensive care (16% vs. 22%, p=0.253). Subgroup analysis for 2015-2016 revealed that for children who died as inpatients but outside of intensive care, it was 51% more likely that a WWMT discussion with the family occurred before the last admission (p<0.001). Paediatric and neonatal intensivists were involved in 62% of all discussions about WWMT. Of the deaths occurring outside of intensive care, 23% of children were admitted to ICU earlier in that admission, and intensivists led at least one discussion about WWMT with the family in 9%. 
Conclusions: The last decade has seen an increase in advance discussions around WWMT at our centre. Intensivists are highly involved in these discussions, and have a role in helping these children with chronic diseases die outside of intensive care. 
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