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[bookmark: _Int_lk8qmoq4]Rural communities face twin challenges of limited development outcomes amidst increasingly adverse impacts of climate change. Since the 1980s, various strategies have aimed to build resilience of rural farming communities through measures like drought mitigation, agroforestry, and watershed development. As the effects of climate change intensify, rural communities are experiencing adverse impacts on their livelihoods, human and animal health, and ecosystem services, prompting a recalibration of resilience-building development programs beyond the traditional focus on agricultural and allied livelihoods. Emerging approaches have explored solutions to improve adaptive capacities of communities going beyond technocratic solutions through holistic strategies that recognise synergies between development and climate resilience.

While the broader discourse on climate change has been largely focused on mitigation of greenhouse gases, it is becoming equally important to build adaptive capacity of communities who bear the brunt of extreme events. This paper seeks to bridge the gap in the adaptation discourse and rural development models by examining the existing models of rural resilience in India. With Locally Led Adaptation (LLA) as a guiding framework, this paper builds a case for adaptation action by synthesising and building on existing methodologies through review of existing literature about models of climate resilience, climate-smart and ecovillages. The methodology uses qualitative inferences through a case study approach to arrive at a conceptual framework that showcases how locally led adaptation can help to narrow down action priorities that contribute to building resilience to climate change. The paper also addresses thematic issues on LLA measures by integrating development and resilience challenges. It calls for a holistic focus on rural resilience by improving access to safe water, sanitation and waste management in addition to the emissions reduction agenda to complement the traditional focus on farm-based livelihoods.

The actionable insights presented in this paper are of potential interest for policy practitioners, local governments, and entrepreneurs to build adaptive capacities of local communities to climate vulnerabilities from short-term to long-term risks. The conceptual framework and evidence provided in the paper offers a methodological guideline in terms of synergising LLA with participatory rural appraisal methods for effective development and resilience outcomes. The significance of planning for climate adaptation in policy and practice through community-led participatory models can ensure long-term benefits and promote resilience against climate risks beyond merely relying on infrastructural and technocratic solutions. These include investing in building local capacities, promoting technology transfers and tailoring them to local contexts, improving market access as well as generating avenues for additional incomes through resilient livelihoods. It also focuses on the need to invest in inclusive institutions and bringing behavioural changes across different levels of stakeholders who contribute to rural resilience.





