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	Paper
Coastal Adaptation and Blue Economy Strategies for Enhancing Resilience and preserving cultural identity and well being and safeguarding livelihoods in Fiji's Ocean of Islands


	
Introduction
Fiji, characterized by its unique geographical composition as an "ocean of islands," faces significant challenges posed by climate change, rising sea levels, and environmental degradation. 

Objectives
This study aims to explore the intersection of coastal adaptation strategies and the blue economy in fostering resilience among island communities while preserving their cultural identity and well being. By examining existing legislation (global - UNDRIP, regional - Samoa Pathway to nayional), policies and practices in coastal management  and sustainable economic development, the effectiveness of these strategies in safeguarding the livelihoods and well-being of Fijian communities will be assessed.
This research will also showcase examples of good practices (such as the use of Indigenous framework[footnoteRef:1] in the Rewa[footnoteRef:2] province Strategic Development Plan in Figure 1 in Appendix), tools, good practices or cases of failures and why they offer insights into accelerating adaptation. [1:  The Rewa Strategic Development Plan (SDP) uses the Mud Lobster (a keystone species in the Rewa Ecosystem) to represent the Framework for the SDP]  [2:  Rewa is the province that hosts the Fiji capital city - Suva] 


Methodology
The research carried out at various districts in Rewa will employ a mixed-methods approach, incorporating qualitative interviews with local stakeholders, including indigenous people and local communities (IPLC), local/national government, and quantitative data analysis to evaluate the socio-economic impacts of blue economy initiatives. Novel insights from purposeful and ethical practices; and engagement with IPLC such as FPIC will be applied. 
This study will also involve different communities pertaining to Eco-tourism initiatives. There is the coastal communities with  a mangrove walkway, oyster farming for economic livelihoods eco-tourism  and 150 years relic historical site where the remains of the M.V. Leonidas carrying Identured Labourers from India sunk. 
Partnerships with NGOs include Conservation International KIWA project, UNDP Small Grants Project (SGP) and the SPREP MACBLUE project 

Findings
Ultimately, this study seeks to provide actionable recommendations for enhancing the adaptive capacity and blue economy aspects of Fiji's islands communities, ensuring that their rich cultural heritage and well being is maintained in the face of environmental challenges, thereby promoting a sustainable future for both people and the ocean.


Significance of the work for policy and practice 
Recommendations will be related to policies pertaining to tourism, blue economy, economic livelihoods and exploring markets. Best practices and lessons learnt will be explored for marine protection and engaging in culturally appropriate ways with IPLC[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Based on Fiji’s Nabobo-BabaVanua Research Framework with further adaptation Nainoca, 2011] 


Appendix: Figure 1 - Rewa Strategic Development  Plan  (2024-2027):
Using the Mud Lobster Thalassina anomala spp (Mana in Fijian) for Rewa SDP
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FRAMEWORK OF THE Rewa SDP-

using the metaphorical Mana
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Mana Metaphor: Physiologically

1.The two eyes represent the two main worldviews through which the Rewan
community view the world: through the Vanua and Church ( Lotu) worldviews.

2.The covering over the eyes, Rostrum, for protection extends into the carapace
signifies the Lotu, Government and Vanua of Rewa as described by Professor Ravuvu
in his book “ Vaka | Taukei. The Fijian Way of Life (1983, p. 76) as literally meaning
“land, but also refers to the social and cultural aspects of the physical environment
identified with a social group”.

3.The antenna as ‘feelers’ is a simple reminder that as we work for a better resilient
future, we look back to the past to learn and opportunity should be optimised in the
future: Jer 6:16a — Thus says the LORD: "Stand in the ways and see....

4. Abdomen (somite) can be said to contain the tastiest part of the Mana. It is equated
to the people of Rewa

5.Chelipad & Legs/pereopods - 8 legs represent the 8 Priority areas. The
interconnectedness of the legs of the metaphorical Mana contribute to the total
movement and performance of the movement of the Mana.

6.Telson — Tail is used for steering and represent the Governance system; including
both Western and Traditional Governance Systems.
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Mana Metaphor: Essence

1) The Mana is said to be the ‘kakana for the Yalomatua’ (food of the Wise).
2) Ecologically the ‘Mana’ is the ‘Keystone Species” in the mangroves. This means that
it helps define the entire ecosystem. Without the Keystone Species, the Ecosystem
would be dramatlcally different or cease to exist altogether. They have also been
referred to as ‘Friends of the Mangroves and B|olog|cal Marvel” of the system
displaying ‘engi- neering skills’ in tunnelling activity and ‘modest, shy creatures’
creating the volcano shaped mounds. Just like the Mana with Englneerlng skills,
building as alluded to ear - lier: “Let us rise up and build. Then they set their hands to
do good work” - Nehemiah 2:18b (NKJV)
3) The Mana is usually identified with Rewans as a delicacy and the iBole i Ra Mana is
“Dua ga na siga ni cola gele”, which augurs well with our vision of “Na ivuga Via, tei
edai Matua edai” Rewan saying — both alluding to the metaphorical single day
signifying the attitude we should possess for the work.
4) Habitat for the Mana is between the land and sea - so adapts to both environments -
just as Rewans live in both environments
9) Mud Lobsters undergo shedding of shell (* Vakatukakaso”) when it grows whereby it
sheds the old shell and grow a new one, but still remains the same Mana; so should
we as Rewan people grow and adapt but keep the inner identity.
6) Mana can discard a limb in a process called “reflex amputation” which could be life-
sav- ing. They also have the ability to regenerate some of their body parts; for
example, the claws, walking legs, and antennae. In the same way the Rewan people,
institutions, way of life ( bula vakavanua) should have the capacity to lose some of the
ways, adapt with modified ways that is crucial for survival, relevance and resilience.
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