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Introduction

Historically, people have been migrating to cities for better incomes, opportunities, and quality of life. Migration is also crucial for reducing risks associated with climate change impacts (Singh & Basu, 2020). However, climate change and exclusionary urbanisation have altered migration conditions, exacerbating vulnerabilities, especially for marginalised and low-income communities in destination cities (Michael et al., 2019; Szaboova et al., 2021). 

Research links social capital to climate change adaptation, highlighting its multidimensional and contextual nature (Mpanje et al., 2018). This relationship can enhance adaptive capacity and resilience, and social ties formed through daily interactions are vital for adaptive capacity via risk sharing, mutual aid, collective action, and critical transformations (Adger, 2003; Jordan, 2015). The capacity for collective action is a key determinant for adapting to climate impacts  (IPCC, 2014).

Extending the existing body of literature, this ongoing study seeks to understand the relationship between social capital and adaptive capacity amongst low-income migrant settlements. 

This study is based in Bengaluru, a city in India. Migration plays a critical role in the city’s demography and economy, as approximately half of Bengaluru’s residents are migrants. They often settle in low-lying informal settlements with limited access to water and electricity, inadequate healthcare, and precarious housing and livelihoods. Bengaluru has also been experiencing increasing climate hazards, such as rising heat, water shortage, and urban flooding, which disproportionately threaten migrant populations in Bengaluru. As climate hazards like heat waves and floods intersect with poor basic services, migrants experience compounding risks.

Objectives

a. To understand factors contributing to social capital formation in migrant settlements. 
b. To study the relationship between social capital formation and adaptive capacity in migrant settlements.

Methodology

This study explores the link between social capital and adaptive capacity in 10 low-income migrant settlements in Bengaluru. Settlements were selected based on climate risk, assessed through mapping heat and flood hotspots. Selection also considered migrant composition, settlement age, livelihoods, and presence of interventions. Ongoing fieldwork includes scoping and semi-structured interviews, followed by life history interviews.




Findings

A positive correlation has been identified between social capital and adaptive capacities of low-income migrant settlements. Findings indicate that older, socially homogeneous settlements have stronger social capital and higher adaptive capacity.  This is evident in the presence of contractor-intermediary-labour networks and pre-existing migrant connections that support livelihoods, housing, and migration.  In older settlements, strong social capital has enabled political engagement, infrastructure improvements like flood barriers, long-term gains in the built environment, socioeconomic mobility, and integration within the city. On the contrary, rudimentary forms of social capital and lower adaptive capacity are observed in younger settlements.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 

Social capital plays a key role in enhancing adaptive capacity in low-income migrant settlements. Therefore, strengthening migrant communities' adaptive capacity requires tailored, context-specific interventions that address social capital gaps and build resilience.  Potential interventions can build on existing social networks and systems to build adaptive capacities, including resource sharing, risk reduction, and coping strategies.  For settlements with low social capital, initiating collectives to strengthen migrant connections can enhance well-being and improve adaptive capacity.
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