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Communities have been producing and disseminating knowledge on their own, without academic participation. Such knowledge is linked to their everyday lives. Farmers produce knowledge about agriculture, seeds, soil, water, cattle, etc. Indigenous women are knowledge keepers of forests, herbs, animals, bio-diversity, etc. Academic research enterprise devalued such knowledge and hence could not gain opportunity to learn from it.

In recent years, co-construction of knowledge has gained greater use in research conducted on issues of public health, agriculture, water and climate resilience. Most common forms of co-construction research projects involve community partners in the research process after research design has been formulated and funding secured. This makes community engagement largely tokenistic, only contributing to data-collection. Many of these research projects do not acknowledge community knowledge as distinct from academic knowledge. Hence, core methods of research do not change, even if some reference to participatory tools and methods is included.
The situation becomes even more complex with indigenous communities whose distinctive knowledge cultures are largely ignored. 

A decolonised co-construction of knowledge entails framing research projects starting from lived realities of communities to produce context-specific actionable knowledge. Such research process integrates local concepts, cultures and languages in framing and conducting research.

With support from IDRC, DECODE (de-colonised co-construction of knowledge) project is being conducted to learn from 10 examples of community-led research which has had some impacts on policy and practice of climate resilience. These case studies provide valuable lessons for normative and methodological principles in community (indigenous)-led research. They also point to features of and implications for building trusting partnerships between community and academia. 

The case studies are from global south (Colombia, Peru, Brasil, Ivory Coast, Uganda, India, Malaysia) and excluded north (Artic Canada).

This panel will be moderated by Dr Rajesh Tandon, Co-PI of DECODE with Prof Budd Hall, and share the findings of DECODE and explore implications for supporting such research in climate domain.

	INDIVIDUAL PANELLIST CONTRIBUTION

Moderator Details
Full Name: Dr. Rajesh Tandon
Organisation: Participatory Research in Asia (PRIA), New Delhi, India
Bio sketch:
Rajesh is Founder-President of PRIA which has trained thousands of practitioners and students internationally in values. He is also Co-Chair of UNESCO Chair in Community Based Research and Social Responsibility in Higher Education, with Prof. Budd Hall (University of Victoria) since 2012, and is currently co-leading DECODE project.


Panellist 1
Full Name: Dr. Rafeah Binti Wahi
Organisation: Universiti Malaysia Sarawak (UNIMAS), Sarawak, Malaysia
Bio: Rafeah is Associate Professor of Resource Science and Technology at University of Malaysia, Sarawak (UNIMAS). Her research focuses on waste utilization technology, particularly in waste processing and biochar applications. Her other research interests are transformative curriculum, service learning, and community-based participatory research (CBPR).
Presentation 1: Modernizing Traditional Apong Production in Samaharan: Empowering Penuak (Apong Harvesters) in Sarawak (Malaysia)


Panellist 1 Contribution: 
Introduction: The Apong Modernization Project is a community-based research project in the Sarawak region of Malaysia that contributed to modernizing the Apong industry by blending traditional practices with modern technology.


Panellist 2
Full Name: Mr. Shailesh Panwar
Organisation: Himalayan Action Research Centre (HARC), Dehradun, Uttarakhand, India
Bio:  Shailesh is Chief Functionary of Himalayan Action Research Centre (HARC), Uttarakhand, India. He is having more than 20 years of diverse experience in improving  livelihoods of rural poor and marginalized ranging from implementing field level programs, planning & implementation of livelihoods improving project.
Presentation 2: Pahadi Karmat aur Jujhara Mahilaye: Himalayan Hardworking Women: The Women’s Cooperative (India)

Panellist 2 Contribution: 
Introduction: The Women’s Cooperative is a community-based research project from Kelawar, India. It was established through a network of Self-Help Groups (SHGs) to pool “resources, knowledge, and support,” develop procurement processes for local resources (e.g., wild berries, fruits), and conduct comprehensive training programs for local women.

Panellist 3
Full Name: Dr. David Monk & Miss Julie
Organisation: Gulu University, Gulu, Uganda
Bio: David Monk is a Lecturer in the Faculty of Education and Humanities at Gulu University (Uganda), and honorary Associate Professor in the school of Education at the University of Nottingham (UK). David is a special advisor to the UNESCO Chair in Lifelong Learning Youth and Work and coordinator of the UNESCO Knowledge for Change (K4C) African Centre for Training in community based participatory (action) research.
Miss Julie has been associated as Community Leader of the Wise Women of Uganda. She was the initiator of the project in Uganda and the key intermediary between the communities in Gulu and external parties. Miss Julie played the role of the community leader and, with support, mobilized community members to join community-based research activities 
Presentation 3: Regenerative Acholi Traditional Knowledge (Uganda)

Panellist 3 Contribution: (Maximum 250 words, excluding references)
Introduction: The Regenerating Acholi Traditional Knowledge is a case study of a community-based research project located in Gulu, Uganda. Through the Wise Women of Gulu program, regenerative practices helped to cultivate and share traditional Acholi knowledge, address climate change, and empower women. Table 3 lists community-based participatory research approaches used to support this research initiative.
Objectives
Methodology
Findings

Panellist 4
Full Name: Dr. Monica Engel
Organisation: Torngat Wildlife, Plants and Fisheries Secretariat
Bio: Monica is Executive Director of Torngat Wildlife, Plants and Fisheries Secretariat, Canada. She has vast experience in working with communities, organizations and governments on various issues related to human dimensions of land, sea and wildlife in South and North America, and Europe.
Presentation 4: Nanuk Narratives (Arctic)


Panellist 4 Contribution: 
Introduction: Nanuk Narratives is a case study of a community-based research project focused on Inuit knowledge of polar bears and related practices from communities across the Davis Strait region. Through the voices of community members (e.g., seasoned hunters, respected Elders, cooks, and youth) from Nunavut, Nunavik, Nunatsiavut, and Greenland, the film series captured the diverse, multi-generational experiences and knowledge related to this human-animal relationship.









