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Introduction

[bookmark: _Hlk191663937]Managed retreat (MR) is increasingly recognized as a necessary climate adaptation strategy, particularly for coastal and flood-prone communities. However, adaptation planning often prioritizes economic and technical considerations, overlooking the role of faith and cultural identity in shaping community responses to retreat. In many Muslim-majority regions, Islamic principles, such as stewardship of the Earth (khalifa), trust in divine decree (tawakkul), and collective decision-making (shura), play a significant role in environmental governance and risk perception. This study examines how faith-based perspectives influence engagement with MR, using Indonesia's Retreating from Risk (RfR) project as a case study. By exploring the intersection of faith and adaptation, this research seeks to uncover whether integrating faith teachings into MR strategies can enhance acceptance, governance, and long-term sustainability.

Objectives

[bookmark: _Hlk191663942]The primary objective of this research is to analyze how faith principles influence community engagement, decision-making, and acceptance of managed retreat initiatives. Specifically, the study aims to:
1. Identify faith-driven narratives that shape perceptions of MR in Indonesia.
2. Assess how faith teachings/actors can facilitate or hinder adaptation efforts.
3. Provide insights for policymakers on how to integrate faith-based governance approaches into MR planning.
4. By bridging the gap between secular climate adaptation policies and faith-informed perspectives, this study contributes to a more holistic and culturally responsive approach to MR.

Methodology

[bookmark: _Hlk191663947]This study will use qualitative research methods, combining semi-structured interviews, focus groups, and policy analysis. Community leaders, religious scholars, policymakers, and residents participating in the Retreating from Risk (RfR) project will be interviewed to assess their perspectives on MR in relation to Islamic teachings. Additionally, religious texts, sermons, and local governance frameworks will be analyzed to understand how faith narratives influence adaptation decisions. A thematic coding approach will be applied to identify key patterns and challenges related to faith-based adaptation.

Findings

[bookmark: _Hlk191663951]Preliminary research suggests that faith-based worldviews can significantly shape climate adaptation responses, particularly in regions where religious identity is deeply intertwined with governance structures. In Indonesia, early insights indicate that spiritual beliefs about divine will and environmental responsibility influence attitudes toward MR, sometimes fostering resilience and community cohesion, while in other cases presenting barriers to relocation. This research will present a nuanced understanding of how faith-based governance structures can be leveraged to improve adaptation strategies.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 

[bookmark: _Hlk191663955]This study offers a novel contribution to climate adaptation research by highlighting the role of faith in shaping managed retreat strategies, an area that remains underexplored. By integrating religious perspectives into policy discussions, adaptation planning, and community engagement strategies, this research will provide practical recommendations for policymakers, NGOs, and adaptation practitioners working in Muslim-majority regions. The findings will help ensure that MR strategies are socially just, culturally sensitive, and more likely to be accepted by affected communities, ultimately enhancing the effectiveness of climate adaptation initiatives.







