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[bookmark: _fyhrz72oe6ni]Introduction
Adapting to climate change is crucial for islands and coastal settlements as sea level rise is an increasingly prominent concern. Communities across the Pacific Ocean also face compounding threats from the rapid militarization occurring throughout the Oceania and along the Pacific Rim, primarily driven by the United States and China. The U.S. settler colonial state controls multiple island territories, the state of Hawaiʻi, and large swathes of coastal land along the North American continent, where it is developing military infrastructure to support power projection across the Pacific Ocean. Concurrently, the United States is also investing significantly into climate change adaptation and resilience projects, which are often led by the Department of Defense’s Army Corps of Engineers, the most prominent federal agency planning and implementing coastal infrastructure.
[bookmark: _z0cx6posv6na]Objectives
This paper critically analyzes the role that U.S. Army Corps-led adaptation on non-military lands plays in the U.S.-affiliated Pacific. We address two major questions: How are military-led coastal adaptation processes reproducing existing colonial power dynamics? And how is adaptation being used to support environmentally destructive military operations?
[bookmark: _75jx0gvua63c]Methodology
This research takes a qualitative approach focusing on document analysis and discourse analysis of the following sources: environmental impact statements, adaptation infrastructure plans, news reports and public comments, and publicly available statements from activist organizations. We focus on three major Army Corps infrastructure projects across different locations in the U.S.-affiliated Pacific: (1) East Hagåtña Emergency Shoreline Protection on Guåhan, (2) Integrated Natural Resource Management Plan - Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam on Oʻahu, Hawaiʻi, and (3) San Diego County Shoreline (Oceanside) in California. These cases were chosen because each location hosts ongoing military activity from U.S. bases, is working to adapt to coastal climate change impacts, and represents different challenges across Pacific Ocean contexts.
[bookmark: _w3d9kcx3z3rm]Findings
We demonstrate that in each of these cases there are contradictory priorities between the stated goals of the civilian infrastructure-focused Army Corps and the environmentally harmful military bases adjacent to these projects. We introduce the concept of the military-adaptation complex to demonstrate how the federal government implements adaptation through the military-industrial structure that drives climate change. We explain this phenomenon using examples of adaptation projects that are supporting military activities and base resilience. These bases contribute to climate change; therefore this dynamic creates a cycle where adaptation can support emissions and limit transformative change.
[bookmark: _gkr3s35cszjx]Significance of the work for policy and practice 
This research builds primarily on Eisenhower’s description of the military-industrial complex (Hartung, 2001), postcolonial theory concerning the adaptation regime (Paprocki, 2018), and critical Pacific islands studies scholarship describing U.S. military colonialism (Na‘puti and Bevacqua, 2015). This concept of the military-adaptation complex will enable activists, scholars, and policymakers to engage in critical discussions on the intersection of military colonial structures and climate change action. We will continue developing this work through community-engaged interview-based research to develop solutions addressing community goals while also challenging dominant adaptation processes that support military operations.
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