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Introduction
Coastal regions are home to approximately 30% of the global population and face existential threats from accelerating climate impacts, including sea-level rise, intensifying storms, and chronic flooding. As conventional protective measures struggle to keep pace with escalating risks, managed retreat has emerged as a critical, yet deeply contentious, component of climate adaptation strategies. While National Adaptation Plans (NAPs) serve as a key policy instrument for articulating adaptation priorities, the extent to which they incorporate managed retreat through a lens of climate justice and social resilience remains underexplored. This study examines how NAPs address managed retreat, focusing on justice-oriented frameworks to ensure equitable outcomes for vulnerable populations.

Objectives
This research aims to:
1. Assess the extent to which managed retreat is integrated into NAPs to address climate risks in vulnerable coastal and low-lying areas.
2. Evaluate how principles of climate justice are embedded within managed retreat strategies to safeguard the rights and needs of affected populations.
3. Compare approaches to reveal how diverse development contexts and geographic circumstances influence the prioritization and conceptualization of managed retreat.
4. Identify best practices and innovative approaches for planning just and equitable managed retreat that can inform future adaptation planning processes.

Methodology
The study qualitatively analyzes all NAPs submitted in English on the UNFCCC website as of January 2025. Of the 63 submitted NAPs, 46 were available in English. These were coded first for their inclusion of terms related to managed retreat and then using a deductive-inductive approach informed by theoretical frameworks of justice and social resilience. A comparative analysis highlights variations across national contexts, with a particular focus on small island developing states (SIDS) and coastal nations most vulnerable to climate impacts.

Findings
Preliminary results reveal significant disparities in the integration of managed retreat within NAPs. While many plans acknowledge retreat as a last-resort option, actionable guidelines for equitable implementation are often absent. SIDS demonstrate stronger recognition of cultural dimensions and community agency compared to higher-income countries that prioritize technical solutions over social considerations. Gaps persist between rhetorical commitments to justice and operational mechanisms for achieving equitable outcomes. Best practices include Fiji’s participatory relocation guidelines and New Zealand’s integration of Indigenous Māori knowledge systems into adaptation planning.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 
This research provides critical insights into the current state of managed retreat planning within NAPs globally. By identifying best practices and innovative approaches, it offers practical guidance for policymakers seeking to implement just and resilient managed retreat strategies aligned with the Paris Agreement’s emphasis on equity and inclusivity.
The findings also contribute to broader efforts to mainstream human mobility into climate adaptation planning under frameworks such as the Warsaw International Mechanism for Loss and Damage. Ultimately, this work underscores the necessity of centering justice in adaptation strategies to ensure that managed retreat enhances resilience while safeguarding the rights and dignity of affected communities worldwide.





 
