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Introduction

Fast-eroding coastline and flood risks are challenges faced by many along the UK’s East Anglian coast, yet not everybody has equal access to adaptation options presenting important question of process, power and justice. The central aim of this research is therefore to understand how adaptation responses in the UK are informed by cross-scale governance and power dynamics that determine who is involved in decision-making and who benefits from adaptation schemes. This research thereby well-addresses the decision-making, planning and justice elements of Adaptation Futures third conference theme, namely Cities, Settlements, and Infrastructure.

Objectives

This presentation will unpack the ways in which communities are involved in and affected by the cross-scale governance approach towards adaptation in the UK. It will address questions of who is involved in decision-making and thus determine what adaptation options are preferred, how they are funded and who gets left behind. Tied to the exercise of power which this presentation will explore, these challenges are analysed through contrasting examples of where communities vulnerable to coastal climate processes have and have not been supported to undergo adaptation, demonstrating inequalities in access to crucial adaptation funds and programmes. The presentation will highlight both the importance of addressing this adaptation gap while offering some possible means by which it may be closed.

Methodology

Insights are informed by a series of semi-structured interviews and a survey conducted with flood and coastal erosion management practitioners and responsible elected representatives in East Anglia. These centred on understanding the key adaptation issues, work packages and desired future outcomes that these decision-makers perceive, plus the ways in which they work with partners and communities to deliver them in practice. 

Findings

Key findings include identification of a wide distribution of responsibilities that produces a complex web of actors across local, regional and national scales. Current adaptation approaches thereby emphasise the importance of partnerships in developing and implementing adaptation-related funding and project plans. However, legislative constraints on local government from central government strategies, coupled with the overarching funding calculator grounded in cost-benefit analyses, limits the adaptive actions that can be considered. The result is a gap in adaptation preparedness and provision.

This includes an absence of adaptive options for coastal communities characterised by informal housing situated on fast-eroding coast who remain without defence or relocation possibilities. The East Anglian coastal villages of Hemsby, Haisborough and Pakefield demonstrate this core challenge for existing UK adaptation practice. The importance of proactive legislation identifying adaptation options that can then be implemented at an operational level is thereby identified alongside suggestions for a new insurance framework to support vulnerable people facing coastal climate impacts.

Significance of the work for policy and practice 

By exploring the aforementioned dynamics, opportunities for lesson learning from East Anglian communities’ experiences of (non-)adaptation to coastal erosion and flood risk can be developed with wider policy relevance. This includes reflections on the partnership, funding and legislative elements key to informing who decides and what the consequences are for realising an inclusive and just adaptation.







