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Introduction

Coastal megacities of the Global South are hotspots of social vulnerability and are under increasing pressure from climate hazards. While researchers and decision-makers have recognised the necessity to adapt and the general concerns of vulnerable populations, there is still a lack of progress in tackling fundamental climate justice concerns. Concretely, the adaptation needs and perspectives of people with disabilities are often neglected in the planning and implementation of local adaptation measures. This gap poses a fundamental climate justice problem since people with disabilities are a large group among the marginalised populations and are disproportionally affected by climate-related hazards.

Objectives

This paper explores the barriers and opportunities for inclusive climate change adaptation for people with disabilities. I apply a climate justice perspective to analyse the distributional, recognitional, and procedural dimensions of climate change from the perspective of people with disabilities. I also identify potential leverage points towards inclusive climate change adaptation.

Methodology

This paper focuses on flood-affected populations in Mumbai and Jakarta, both hotspots of exposure, social vulnerability and facing rapid urbanisation and increasing climate hazards, such as sea level rise and flooding. I build on a mixed methods approach, analysing grey literature, household survey data and expert interviews through a climate justice lens.


Findings

The results highlight that a paradigm shift in political recognition and inclusion of the concerns of people with disabilities is necessary to implement inclusive adaptation measures effectively. There is a lack of reliable data on people with diverse disabilities and a lack of representation of diverse disabilities in planning and decision-making. At the same time, low public awareness and stigma, especially around mental disorders, need to be addressed in order to provide people with disabilities a voice in risk reduction strategies. Leverage points towards overcoming these challenges lie in the facilitation of accessibility to public spaces and the creation of dedicated multi-stakeholder cells involving disaster management and climate change adaptation actors, as well as civil society and disability rights organisations.


Significance of the work for policy and practice 

The findings furthermore contribute to a better understanding of how the UN Agenda slogan of “leaving no one behind” can implemented. An understanding of people with disabilities as agents of change and their representation in collaborative governmental and non-governmental stakeholder constellations provide opportunities to implement inclusive adaptation strategies for local governments and promote inclusive responses at the community level. 
 




