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This session contributes to the international discussion and process on the Global Goal on Adaptation (GGA). The session is organized by the GGA Working Group in the World Adaptation Science Programme (WASP). WASP’s core vision is ensuring that climate adaptation knowledge gaps are filled to inform evidence-based policies, solutions and actions for successful adaptation to new climate conditions.

The session engages with participants through two issues: 

1. Understanding and evaluating the progress to date on the Global Goal
2. Engaging with the discourses on transformational adaptation
Each topic will be addressed, followed by discussions about the linkages between global goals and transformational adaptation, entry points during and following COP30 on these issues, and the practical implications for adaptation at different scales. 

Part 1: Report back on technical expert activities on the Global Goal on Adaptation (GGA): Following brief opening remarks, members of the technical expert group will report and reflect on the technical process which will have concluded. Expectations for the next steps at COP30 and in the UNFCCC context will also be addressed. 

Article 7.1 of the Paris Agreement established the concept of a Global Goal for Adaptation (GGA) to ‘enhance adaptive capacity, strengthen resilience, and reduce vulnerability to climate change, with a view to contributing to sustainable development and ensuring an adequate adaptation response in the context of the temperature goal’. 76 technical experts were chosen to evaluate indicators and approaches to provide guidance to the negotiators who are expected to conclude the GGA at COP30. In a roundtable format, experts from Cultural Heritage, Infrastructure, and Ecosystems targets will reflect upon the development of the indicator work with the participants to expand on the different issues that arose in the indicator process. Implications for indicators beyond the GGA will be discussed.  

Part 2: Transformational Adaptation in the UNFCCC discourses: Within the GGA workstream, there has also been increasing attention to transformational adaptation and how this concept could be integrated into existing UNFCCC spaces. To help inform these discussions, members of the GGA expert group been working on operationalizing this concept, including understanding the different factors that may be encompassed in this concept. To this end, members of the GGA workshop group have been supporting a process to elucidate these dimensions and foster agreement by drawing on the expert opinions from practitioners to negotiators. We will show these results to the participants and engage in an exercise with them to see how their judgments fit within those of the surveyed experts. 

Through both discussions, insights are captured by notetakers and collated into an online Miro Board that is shown in the end and remains open for participants for further contributions after the session. The session provides the scientific community with a space to further contribute to a research agenda that can support the GGA going forward. The chair of the session will close the discussion with summaries and closing remarks.


	PARTICIPANTS

Participant 1
Full Name: Johanna Nalau 
Organisation: Griffith University 
Bio:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK14]Dr Nalau is an adaptation scientist who is profoundly curious about the human nature and its ability to adapt as we navigate often through challenging decisions. She specialises in uncovering specific rules of thumb, or what are called heuristics, that we have often developed over time to guide us in making decisions. This work is currently looking at global level heuristics through work on the Global Goal on Adaptation Indicators Technical Expert Group. 

Participant 1 Contribution: 

Associate Professor Nalau will be co-leading the session with Associate Professor Elisabeth Gilmore. She leads the Cultural Heritage Group in the Global Goal on Adaptation and will focus on unpacking how the indicator process, including selection and political tensions, has unfolded and how constructing global vs international indicators is also constrained by numerous factors. She is also involved in the Transformational Adaptation (TA) research and has been leading some of the IPCC AR6 discussions and inputs into the Global Goal on Adaptation work program. TA is part of the GGA discussions but again has emerged as a contested topic. She will also help unpacking this concept and engage the participants in a discussion on the core components of TA and how TA could be operationalised in practice. 

Participant 2
Full Name: Elisabeth Gilmore 
Organisation: Carleton University 
Bio:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK15]Associate Professor in Environmental Engineering and Public Policy and founder of the Climate Resilient Societies through Equitable Transformations (ReSET) Lab at Carleton University in Ottawa, Canada. Her focus lies in bridging between engineering and social sciences, economic sciences, policy and decision analysis, and other diverse forms of knowledge to improve entry points for equitable climate adaptation and mitigation. ​

Participant 2 Contribution: 
Associate Professor Gilmore will co-lead the discussion on the GGA indicators. She leads the Ecosystem Group in the GGA. She will specifically discuss the ethics and justice aspects of the indicator discussions and how the GGA indicators could support more equitable climate adaptation that takes also context specific factors into account. She has also been engaging with TA via IPCC AR6 process, and the WASP/Wageningen work on exploring the different dimensions of TA.




