
	Wānanga/Talanoa/Dialogue or Workshop
We Are Moana -- A Participatory Workshop in Climate Change Storytelling


	
Throughout the Pacific and Aotearoa New Zealand, communities are finding the ocean is both a god that blesses and demon that destroys. Over the past decade, climate change has powered violent storms and rising seas that have swallowed up tracks of coastline and riverfront, leaving a wake of destruction and forcing families from their homes. Though impacts of climate change on Aotearoa and the Pacific grow evermore severe, due to mis- and disinformation, the public’s grasp on climate issues is far from firm.

Science offers evidentiary truths about the workings of our world through its utility and function. But without story, science can fail to connect in a meaningful way (Savoie, 2020). It is the narrative that provides science with its power. The explosion of online media in recent years has caused some scholars to argue that we are in an “Unlikely Golden Age” of production in terms of both quantity and quality of science and environmental storytelling (Hayden and Hayden, 2018).  But in terms of those stories being representative of diverse voices, that argument falls short.

Environmental health is interlaced with cultural health and when one erodes, so does the other. Though Pacific Islanders are often seen as “the face” of climate change, they are seldom heard as  its “voice” as they are least likely to be involved in meaningful climate adaptation discussions and rarely have narrative control of their own story, despite being most directly impacted (Mcleod et al., 2018).  Effective science communication is not simply a one-way transmission of data, but rather a process that requires interpretation by the layperson in which their own history, personal beliefs and value sets—the architecture of culture—are embedded (Savoie 2020). 

As a Senior Research Fellow with the Centre for Sustainability at the University of Otago and founder and Executive Director of the non-profit organization, Ocean Media Institute (OMI), a global ocean-literacy platform that engages the public in ocean science and conservation through collaborative media and the elevation of diverse, indigenous and underrepresented voices, I contend there is no “one size fits all” approach to exploring and solving climate-related issues.

This workshop springs from my two-decade tenure as a scientist turned award-winning filmmaker and highlights the efforts to expand climate literacy through OMI’s establishment of the Moana Media Lab, a participatory research and media hub for Māori, Moriori, Pacific Islanders and Pākeha to engage in ocean science and climate change storytelling through a cultural lens.

We Are Moana is an interdisciplinary, cross-cultural transmedia project that offers a participatory outlet for people living in communities perched precariously on the cusp of colossal change to candidly share their views and experience. Drawing on the power of their own voice, participants provide a glimpse into life in their region and their personal response to climate change as only they can. 

Potent science-storytelling requires strategy and involves a range of creative choices about narrative, structure, point of view, style, and more. This session will offer a grounded understanding of the elements of storycraft as we explore the devices that work to draw audiences into an experience and build sound proficiency in the art of telling creative and potent climate stories that brim with action, emotion and life. 

Viewing and discussing clips from other films in this award-winning series, we will provide participants with tools to tap into their experience and convey it with passion and power through their own lens. Engaging with each other in an open talanoa-style dialogue, participants will be invited to share their own stories about climate change and if time allows, work together in groups to storyboard an outline for a short film or podcast about a climate future they collectively envision. 

The goal of this co-creation session is to encourage participation in narratives that embrace diverse perspectives and engage the whole of the public in the story of science. Launching from the intersection of science, culture and media, it provides a unique cross-cultural entry into the richly textured story of climate change from those we seldom hear from, yet who have critically important things to reveal about its impact. As each tale unfolds, we'll come to see reflections of ourselves in our fellow storytellers and through them, gain new clarity as to just how intricately woven all of our lives are with our environment, no matter where we live.  

At its core, We are Moana  is a project about strength, resilience, and the perseverance of the human spirit by people who should not be cast as victims, but celebrated as warriors.  It taps into our humanity by providing a unique entry into each other's lives, asking us to look and listen deeply, and explore those connections that run deeper than we think. 

**This workshop will serve as a pilot for a larger transmedia project that illuminates the stories of climate change across the world from those who are staring down the barrel of it, to those who have had to uproot their lives and find a new home. Our plan is to expand We Are Moana into an audio-visual repository that can be contributed to and built upon over the years. This “living library” will be broadly distributed through Ocean Media Institute’s vast global network and used to inform the development of programs and policies that may better serve climate migrants. Our hope is that it will help to promote clearer understanding, mitigate conflict and help individuals and communities to better prepare for, adapt to and cope with the impacts of climate change. 
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Participant 1
Full Name: Dr. Gianna Savoie
Organisation: Ocean Media Institute and University of Otago
Bio: Dr. Gianna Savoie is an award-winning documentary filmmaker and National Geographic Explorer with a penchant for powerful storytelling. Her Emmy-nominated work has been featured on PBS, National Geographic and BBC, among others. Gianna founded and directs the Ocean Media Institute and is a Senior Research Fellow at the University of Otago.




Participant 1 Contribution: 

Participatory media has the ability to engage people in stories of science in ways that are personal, profound and culturally relevant. This co-creation session launches from my experience as a scientist-turned-filmmaker and my establishment of the Ocean Media Institute, a global media collective that serves as a participatory platform for the communication of ocean and climate science. Through collaboration and innovation, we as science storytellers have the ability to shape narratives that are factual and evidence-based, while being steeped in humanity and embracing greater inclusivity. Only when we invite diverse perspectives that draw from all ways of knowing, will we be able to provoke deeper dialogue, enhance understanding and ignite change.
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