	The right to health: a tool for action on climate change

	
Setting/problem
[bookmark: _GoBack]Climate change is a grave and growing threat to health and wellbeing. The greatest effects on health are borne by those who have done least to contribute to climate change, including low income countries, indigenous peoples and children. 

Urgent transformational political, social and economic changes are required to restrict global warming; implement the numerous collaborative adaptation actions needed to protect health from the impact of climate change; and develop climate resilient health systems. 

Intervention
International human rights laws require governments and others to take collective, organised and effective climate-related actions to promote health and equity for all people. Key features of the right to health in international law provide a useful lens for identifying opportunities and threats to health and equity from climate adaptation. These features include the human rights principles of dignity, equality and non-discrimination; participation; accountability; and respecting, protecting and fulfilling all human rights. Further, health services, goods, and facilities, and the determinants of health must be available, accessible, acceptable, and of good quality, to all without discrimination, and health systems must be strengthened. 

We will describe two examples of advocacy undertaken by OraTaiao, the New Zealand Climate and Health Council. We analysed the implications of climate change for the right to health for Māori, the indigenous people of Aotearoa/New Zealand. We reported to the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child on issues for child rights, including the right to health, in relation to climate change. 

We will also describe current work on using a right to health lens to analyse World Health Organization guidance on climate adaptation. 

Outcomes
We identified areas where New Zealand was not meeting its legal obligations to Māori and used our analysis in advocacy with government and others. The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child made recommendations to the New Zealand government for climate action. 

The right to health can underpin and extend WHO guidance on a comprehensive approach to climate adaptation.

Implications
The right to health is a useful and under-utilised tool that can assist health promoters and strengthen climate adaptation projects, programmes and initiatives. It can be used to identify opportunities and threats to health and equity; support collaboration and building climate resilient health systems; hold governments to account; and require high emission countries to support adaptation efforts by climate-vulnerable countries.
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