 “THE INFLUENCE OF INDIGENOUS STATUS ON TRAUMA-RELATED INTENSIVE CARE UNIT OUTCOMES IN AUSTRALIA: A RETROSPECTIVE STUDY”
Introduction: Trauma is the second-highest cause of death among Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders (Indigenous) in Australia. Studies investigating demographics and outcomes in critically ill Indigenous trauma patients have included small numbers of patients or been restricted to single trauma centres. 
Objectives: We aimed to investigate admission characteristics and hospital outcomes in Indigenous and non-Indigenous patients admitted to the ICU following traumatic injury.
Methods: A retrospective database study using the ANZICS APD for 92 Australian ICUs between January 1st 2010 and December 31st 2015. This encompassed around 80% of all ICU trauma admissions in Australia over this period. Outcomes of interest were ICU and hospital length of stay, hospital discharge location and ICU and hospital mortality rates. 
Results: 23,804 patients were included in the dataset. Indigenous patients accounted for 12.8% of ICU trauma admissions in Australia between 2010 and 2015. The population-standardised incidence of ICU trauma admission was consistently higher amongst the Indigenous population compared to the non-Indigenous population.  Overall the incidence ratio was 6.1 (95% CI 5.89-6.35; p < 0.0001) for the time period of the study. Indigenous and non-Indigenous patients had similar overall adjusted hospital mortality rates following ICU admission with major trauma (adjusted OR 1.0; 95% CI 0.85-1.19 p= 0.96). Indigenous patients were significantly more likely than non-Indigenous patients to be discharged to a rehabilitation facility (OR 1.98; 95% CI 1.8-2.17; p < 0.0001) and less likely to be discharged home (OR 0.72; 95% CI 0.66-0.78; p < 0.0001). 
Conclusion(s): Indigenous patients were substantially over-represented in the ICU trauma population of Australia. Indigenous patients had shorter hospital length of stay but were more likely to be discharged to a rehabilitation facility and less likely to be discharged home than non-Indigenous patients.
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