Class analysis in Australian Higher Education: exploring the effect of informal cultural economies and social class on student experience.
Introduction. 
This paper explores the outcomes of a recent pilot study titled Struggles and Strategies: does social class matter in Higher Education. It contends that one of the under-explored, yet pivotal dimensions of inequalities within HE is experienced through informal day-to-day interactions that are often overlooked in research. It argues that social class continues to shape student experience throughout university study.
Aims. 
The pilot sought to explore whether or not experiences of social class continue to shape university study, or whether universities represent a neutral space that ameliorate social ‘backgrounds’. 
Methods. 
The study draws on 32 in-depth qualitative interviews with current and recently completed students from a regional Australian university that reflect a diversity of social class backgrounds. We recruited students from two generalist degrees – social sciences and business – to consider the study and work strategies that students adopted when professional pathways were less defined.  
Results. 
Student’s experiences demonstrated patterns that are correlative with experiences of disadvantage and privilege. Our data demonstrated a diversity of experiences of study, strategies for study and employment, and interactions with other students. However, a key theme we identified, particularly for working class students, was an ongoing sense of being judged as less valued. 
Discussion. 
More research needs to be undertaken that explores the informal, discursive and mundane dimensions of research in higher education. This research demonstrates that, while more formal dimensions of HE such as admissions processes, degree selection, pedagogy and clarity around employment strategies are important, they often overlook the ways in which practices of distinction and social closure take place. University study does not represent a neutral site, but supports the maintenance of forms of inequality. 
