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Introduction:

Pharmacovigilance (PV) and adverse drug reaction (ADR) reporting are essential for patient safety but are often underrepresented in the undergraduate medical curricula. PharmAlert was designed as a student-directed learning (SDL) activity to enhance medical students’ awareness, knowledge, and practical engagement with PV.

Aims:

The event aimed to enhance students’ understanding of PV and ADR reporting, encourage creativity and teamwork through innovative educational formats and promote a sense of responsibility toward medication safety in the community (van Eekeren et al., 2018).

Methods:

The preparatory part of the activity included completion of a short online Introduction to Pharmacovigilance course offered by the Uppsala Monitoring Centre, https://who-umc.org/education-and-training/self-paced-online-courses/#Introductorycoursesinpharmacovigilance, and a talk by an international expert who gave insights into real world PV. For the activity the student cohort of 190 was broken into 19 groups who designed interactive educational formats including Instagram reels, role plays, posters, case scenarios, creative gamification and table displays on a variety of topics. They also did yellow card reporting exercises on assigned cases. Faculty facilitated the activity and provided feedback. Assessment included peer evaluation and faculty evaluation using QR codes. Post-activity surveys were collected, and responses were thematically analysed.

Results:

A total of 115 survey responses were analysed. The most valued aspects were Reels & Creative Media (40; 35%), Table Displays & Group Presentations (20; 17%), Workshops & Lectures (15; 13%), ADR & Drug Safety Awareness (15; 13%), Teamwork & Collaboration (12; 10%), and Gaming (5; 4%). Students reported that creating and viewing reels simplified complex concepts, while interactive sessions reinforced clinical decision-making, peer learning, and real-world application of PV. Faculty feedback was positive on the creation of reels and other active modes of learning designed by the students.

Discussion:

PharmAlert effectively integrated knowledge, skills, and creativity, enhancing student engagement with PV. The integration of modern tools such as reels and interactive sessions nurtured deeper understanding and active learning of the subject. The activity also strengthened teamwork and community-oriented values, aligning with competency-based medical education goals. Future reiterations could expand to inter-professional collaboration and wider community outreach, reinforcing the role of future doctors as advocates for safe medication use. 
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