Embedding Sustainability into Higher Education Design Programs: What are Relevant Graduate Capabilities for a Changing World? 
Sustainability, as recognised by most educational institutions, needs to be an integral aspect of higher education design courses to equip future designers with capabilities that are relevant to sustainable futures. 

While several sustainability-centred design programs have emerged worldwide in higher education, there has been little attempt to understand how these are developed. Sustainability-focused graduate capabilities are at the very core of these programs, yet how and why these capabilities are determined and implemented throughout the curriculum remains elusive. 

This paper discusses a Grounded Theory study conducted in four leading sustainability-centred design programs internationally. These include the programs of the Queensland University of Technology in Brisbane, Australia, Aalto University in Helsinki, Finland, the University of Ibagué, Colombia, and Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh, USA.

This research aims to better understand what relevant capabilities for designers in the current global context are, and how these capabilities can be developed to inform pertinent sustainability-focused higher education curricula in the design field. The project draws from in-depth interviews with academics, students near completion of their degree, and alumni of the programs whose professional design practices relate to sustainability. 

The results point to the significance of fostering engagement between research, the professional context, and educational practices, for higher education curricula to become better informed by capabilities and more responsive to a rapidly changing world.
