Flexible Assessment and Personalised Learning: empowerment for students?
Introduction. The move towards flexibility in higher education over the last few decades has mainly been about flexible learning through flexible delivery with increasing online, mobile and distance learning. Since assessment remains central to student learning, there needs to be flexible and personalised assessment processes in which students have more voice and choice in their own assessment. This showcase presentation provides the findings of a two-year study of flexible and personalised assessment at an Australian university where students had choices between different assignment pieces, and could set their own assessment dates and weightings of their assessment within a pre-defined range. 
Aims. (i) to report the findings of a study about flexible and personalised assessment; (ii) to highlight the importance of implementing such assessment in higher education; and (iii) to provide strategies for teachers to implement this assessment format in their courses.
Methods. Student views and experiences with this assessment format were gathered through pre-and post-course surveys in order to answer the main research question whether such assessment format would lead to students feeling more empowered as learners.
Results. Students thought overall that flexible assessment and personalised learning helped them with their learning. The study confirmed that student feelings of empowerment are directly linked to having some choices and control over their learning and assessment. The ‘empowering teacher’, providing more flexible and personalised assessment and immediate feedback, remains central to the engagement and satisfaction of student learners. 

Discussion. Personalised and flexible assessment is not about improvement of grades for students (in this study overall grades of students did not improve) but to give students more choices and with that more responsibilities about their assessment which leads to increased feelings of personal and interpersonal empowerment. It is time to move from teacher-centred assessment to flexible and personalised assessment with student as partners.
