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Introduction. Frailty is common in older age and may affect responses to commonly used stroke treatments

Aims. To review the evidence practice gaps in stroke medicine and present some new evidence and proposed solutions. 
Methods. The different methods of measuring frailty will be described, including how to retrospectively estimate frailty in previously completed clinical trials.
Results. The concept of brain imaging frailty will be presented using data from two large completed acute treatment trials (IST-3 and ENCHANTED) and examples of how frailty can interact with treatments will be presented from two recent re-analyses of completed trials in diabetes.
Discussion. Frailty can, and should, be measured in randomised controlled trials. It is recommended that any trial that recruits older people include a routine baseline measure of frailty.
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