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Introduction. 
Treatment with antipsychotic medications is important in the management of schizophrenia and other psychotic disorders. Their use, however, is associated frequently with adverse drug reactions that significantly affect medication adherence, quality of life of patients and overall outcomes (Stroup TS et al , 2018). The pattern and severity of ADRs to antipsychotic drugs may vary in different countries because of drug use pattern and genetic differences.  There is paucity of information regarding ADRs to antipsychotics among Nigerian patients, hence the rationale for this study.
Aims. 
This study assessed the prevalence, types of ADRs and their severity among Nigerian patients receiving antipsychotic medications using the Glasgow Antipsychotic Side-effect Scale (GASS)
Methods. 
This cross-sectional study was conducted among patients attending the psychiatric outpatient clinics of a tertiary hospital in South-West Nigeria. A self-administered questionnaire was administered to obtain information on socio-demographic characteristics, diagnoses, duration of illness and prescribed medications. In addition, patients completed the GASS questionnaire, a validated instrument that obtains antipsychotic-related side effects across several domains. Descriptive and inferential statistics were used to analyze the data.
Results. 
One hundred and fifty-three (153) participants competed the study with majority (55.6%) being female patients.  The atypical antipsychotic, Risperidone was the most commonly used in 52.3% of the cases. The most self-reported ADRs were drowsiness (47.7%), weight gain (35.3%) and dizziness on standing (19.6%).  The median GASS score was 9.0 (range 0-48) with majority of participants (90.3%) being classified as having “absent/mild ADR”.  
Discussion. 
The mild adverse effect profile found in this study may be due to the predominant use of atypical antipsychotics among the participants. This finding is also corroborated with the significant proportion having weight gain during treatment. There is a need therefore to pay particular attention to specific ADRs such as weight gain that may further complicate patients’ health outcomes.
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