Using educational technology and online learning to improve the educational experience of Bachelor of Oral Health student.
Introduction. Dental education traditionally consists of face-to-face education and clinical experience. Teaching with technology is fairly novel in dental education, and completely new to our School. The emergency online teaching brought about by the Covid-19 pandemic forced dental educators to adapt their face-to-face teaching to an online space.
Aims. To determine whether the use of education technologies and online teaching enhanced the learning experiences and well-being of Bachelor of Oral Health (BOH) students at the University of Melbourne.
Methods. All BOH undergraduate students (n=128) were emailed a 28-question survey of the BOH students to determine the impact that online teaching had on their well-being and learning experience. 
Results. 78 (61%) students, the majority aged less that 20 years (n=37, 47%) completed the survey. The majority of students (n=62, 79%) feel average-good about their studies and all students described a level of confidence when asked about their ability to use technology. One-third of students (n=28, 35%) described a greatly improved learning experience as a result of the online learning with further scope to improve their study experience. Eight (11%) students didn’t described an improvement in their well-being as a result of learning from home.
Discussion. The remote learning program developed in 2020 has transformed the way we deliver dental education. The use of different educational technologies and online teaching positively impacted the students. This was the first study of this kind this research team has implemented. The results are being used to re-design the survey and expand the study to the whole University and other dental schools to better understand the impact online education can have on student and how we can continue to evolve our program.
