Rethinking Inherent Requirements 
Introduction. Inherent requirement statements outline entry and performative stipulations for degree level courses. Their status however remains unclear and vary significantly across tertiary programming in Australia. 
Explicit understanding and consistent application of inherent requirements should ensure institutional commitments to inclusive practice are met, such as legally mandated obligations regarding the provision of reasonable adjustments to students with disabilities or related conditions. 
Format of the round table. The roundtable facilitators are presently undertaking survey-based research involving academic and professional staff and enrolled students to inform the development of inherent requirements policy in higher education practice-based degrees (teaching, nursing and law). Unique to this work in progress is the application of critical disability theory.
Focus of the work-in-progress. Following a brief review of the research, discussion is invited on two important questions. First, whether understanding disability in higher education is presently limited by medically informed and deficit-based perspectives? Second, how challenging existing perceptions of what is considered inherent regarding student performance and disability could progress higher education equity and inclusion strategies?
Context/background. In Australia it is less likely for people living with disability to successfully navigate school qualification and education to work transitions. In 2020, the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare reported 34% of people aged over 20 and living with disability did not complete Year 12 compared to 66% of people over 20 reporting no disability. Similarly, the 2019 Graduate Outcomes Survey reported that 66.6% of graduates living with disability had been employed fulltime. This compares to 72.6% of graduates reporting no disability engaged in fulltime employment.
Intended outcome. The roundtable aims to extend discussion regarding higher education inclusive practice beyond medically informed disability knowledge. Explicating how inherent requirements are understood and applied across the lifespan has the potential to improve and sustain teaching and learning success.  
