Personalising Student Experience and Learning through Personal Learning Plans 

Introduction. Personalised learning is about shaping teaching and learning approaches which are focused on the learner’s abilities, needs, skills and interests. This showcase presentation provides the findings of a research project about Personal Learning Plans (PLPs), funded by a HERDSA Grant in 2020. Students were asked to submit their PLP by week 2 of the Semester in which they stated their learning environment, learning objectives for the course, learning strategies and their choices for assessment and feedback. They also highlighted the support they might require. 
Aims. (i) to report the findings of the study about PLPs; (ii) to highlight the importance of PLPs as a teaching and learning tool, and the benefit of its use as a early communication tool between teachers and students; and (iii) to provide key lessons and strategies for teachers to help implement PLPs and personalised learning in their courses.
Methods. Student views and experiences with PLPs were gathered through surveys and focus groups in Semester 1 and 2 in 2020. The PLPs were analysed thematically by coding the PLPs into codes including ‘learning environment’, ‘learner attributes’, and ‘learner strategies’. 
Results. Students valued the opportunity of providing the teacher with information about their learning environment, objectives and strategies. Most students provided a detailed outline on where and how they learn, and what they need to succeed in the course. Results showed that students felt PLPs were a valuable learning tool, helped them develop useful strategies for learning, improved their outcomes and helped them get better support for their learning. They also felt that PLPs helped to provide a stronger teacher-student relationship/cooperation from the start of the course. Students would have appreciated the opportunity to have engagement with PLPs later in the course.
Discussion. PLPs are an innovative teaching approach that helps teachers gain a better understanding of their students, to identify potential difficulties early on in a course and be able to address them. Although the primary goal of PLPs is not about improving grades of students, they can be used to enhance reflection on learning behaviours, provide the opportunity to personalise assessment and feedback of student work and in this sense, they might help with improved performance in assignments. This study adds to the increasing literature about flexible and personalised learning and ‘students as partners’ in course design and assessment.  Future research needs to investigate the views and experiences of teachers who have used PLPs in their courses, and in what ways students used the feedback and help from the teacher to improve their learning.  
