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Introduction. Mental illnesses greatly contribute to the global burden of disease and are a major cause of morbidity. Efforts to alleviate shortages in specialist mental health workforce often include strategies to ensure that non-specialist healthcare professionals, including those working in primary care settings, are confident and able to support people experiencing mental health problems and crises. As such, there is a need to strengthen mental health education in tertiary healthcare curricula, and ensure future healthcare professionals are provided with opportunities to practice their skills. 
Aims. To present on the development and delivery of novel, authentic simulated mental health assessments to educate and assess healthcare students in how to support people experiencing mental health problems and crises.
Methods and Results. This presentation will cover almost a decade of research-driven education aimed at training healthcare students in how to confidently support people experiencing mental health problems (e.g. depression, anxiety) and crises (e.g. suicide, mania, psychosis). Through funded projects, simulated patient scenarios have been co-designed with people with lived experience of mental illness. Scenarios have been content validated with healthcare experts and marking rubrics have been psychometrically tested. After completing Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) training, pharmacy, medical, nursing and occupational therapy students have role-played the scenarios with trained actors, while being observed by peers, tutors and lived experience educators. In 2022-23, 216 simulations were conducted with MHFA-trained healthcare students, followed by self-assessment, on-the-spot performance feedback and debrief discussions. Scenarios have also been used in role-plays with registered pharmacists. Evaluations of the simulated assessments have been conducted quantitatively by analysing scores and pass/fail rates as well as comparing markers’ assessments. Qualitative analyses have involved cross-country comparisons of discourse analysis, debrief analysis as well as, focus groups and interviews with students, actors and lived experience educators. 
Discussion. Partnering with people with lived experience to co-design and deliver mental health education can help ensure that the content reflects the real-life experiences of consumers. MHFA participants value opportunities to practice newly-acquired skills in safe learning environments.
