Learner Types – Do they matter and can learning be personalised?
Introduction. 
Teachers commonly have theories about what type of student is going to succeed or struggle. The educational research however is less clear. Based in differing theoretical constructs there has been a great deal of research describing a variety of learning types, styles and traits, but it is debatable if these have any bearing on learning, assessment or student engagement. With impassioned calls to ‘personalise learning’ and a wealth of digital, and increasingly granular, learning analytics at our fingertips, it is time to re-examine this perennial question.
Format of the round table.
Participants will present evidence for and against the question, and in the process construct a sharable, open ‘Kialo’.
Point for debate.
Are learner types useful in terms of designing personalised learning, improving assessment or better engaging students?
Context/background.
Learner types, styles and traits of various differentiations have all been researched in various ways over the last century. Many older meta-studies have found inconclusive evidence of the existence of learner types, let alone specific uses. However, the rise of digital education has coincided with a new wave of detailed data, analysis methods and dynamic ways of using that analysis to improve learning.
Intended outcome.
To adversarially explore the research findings on the nature and practical use of learner types in relation to the personalisation of learning, assessment and student engagement.

