Nursing students’ reflections on engagement in learning: Artefacts as an elicitation technique
Introduction. Elicitation techniques refer to research that uses visual, verbal or written stimuli to encourage people to share their ideas. These techniques enhance a participant’s ability to share their story and perspective, and give meaning and context to their experiences (Barton 2015). Originally used in sociology, anthropology and psychology in the 1950’s to elicit information, artefacts and visual images have become more widely used in qualitative research in disciplines such as health and education. 
Aims. This study used artefacts as an elicitation technique to explore students’ perspectives of engagement, achievement and success in their learning. 
Methods. Pre and post semester in-depth interviews were conducted with 27 undergraduate nursing students who were at different points of progression in their study program to explore their learning and engagement experiences and perspectives. Each participant was invited to bring to their second interview an artefact that represented engagement in learning to them. Physical artefacts shared by the participants varied and included photos, a piece of artwork, an assessment task, and a diary. Non-physical artefacts were concepts discussed by the participant such as a tutorial activity, a course and friends. In the interview, the significance of the artefact was shared in the context of their storied accounts, giving rich meaning from the participant’s perspective.
Results. Sharing artefacts enabled participants to exemplify learning engagement, achievement and success and added depth to the students account, enhancing their partnership in the research process. The artefacts provided concrete examples of learning, their motivation, how they manage their work-life balance and the importance of peer support in their learning journey. 
Discussion. Artefacts are a useful elicitation technique that enhance shared meaning when conducting qualitative interviews. In this research, participants were invited to partner in the research by contributing an artefact to the data collection. This gave rich meaning to how they were engaging in their learning in the nursing program and what they valued in their learning experience.
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Justification 

Using artefacts as an elicitation technique provides students with an opportunity to partner in research by contributing an artefact to the data collection. Artefacts are a useful tool that can enhance shared meaning from the participants perspective and add depth to participants accounts when conducting qualitative interviews. 
