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Introduction. Undergraduate enrolments and completions in nursing are declining at the same time as requirements for registered nurses in the workforce is increasing. One way to increase enrolments is to lower entry requirements. 
Aims. To determine the effect of a small difference (lowering) in entry scores on the retention and success rates of nursing students in two combined pathophysiology and pharmacology courses.
Methods. A comparison of the students enrolled in the courses at the lower- than normal- (lesser) entry requiring campus with those enrolled in the courses in a normal-entry requiring campus. For both courses, retention/completion rates were measured and compared between campuses. For completing students, success was measured as (i) Academic outcomes; overall marks and marks for the exam and coursework and (ii) Failure rates in the examination and coursework. 
Results. For both courses, there were no significant differences between retention and success between the lower- and normal-entry courses. In the first course in pharmacology, 14 of 97 lower-entry students withdrew early (8%), compared to 22/223 (10%) from the normal-entry campus.  Sixty-three lower-entry students completed and passed (76%, and consequently, overall, 24% failed), compared to 77% passing and 23% failing in the normal-entry campus.  Overall marks were 57% ± 14 (mean ± SD) vs 58% ± 12, exam marks were 56% vs 57%, and coursework marks were 58% vs 60%, for the lower-, compared to the normal-entry campus, respectively.  Failure rates (< 50% of marks) in the exam were 41% and 30% for the lower-, compared to the normal-entry campus, respectively (Odds ratio 1.59, P =0.09), and 18% in the coursework at both campuses.
Discussion. This study shows that small reductions in entry requirements had no effect on retention or success in pharmacology courses in a nursing program.  It is not known whether this applies to pharmacology courses in other programs.  In nursing, there are similar findings for anatomy and physiology courses between entry level scores (Doggrell, 2024).  Thus, decreasing entry requirement for nursing programs may be a way to increase nursing enrolments and graduates.
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