Building a stronger evidence base to support effective outreach strategies for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students: Increasing impact and university participation 
Introduction. There are numerous outreach initiatives being run by universities for Indigenous school students that attempt to elevate aspirations of Indigenous students to go to university. The theoretical case for these initiatives is strong as much data exists about the barriers Indigenous students face in entering university. However, the research and evidence base for these equity programs remains largely underdeveloped and limited (Bennett et al., 2015). 

Aims. Drawing on findings from a National Centre for Student Equity in Higher Education Equity Fellowship, this paper aims to identify the range of strategies used in Indigenous specific intensive outreach programs across Australia and explore ways to build the evidence base of effective outreach intensive activities for Indigenous students.
Methods. Using a case study methodology, we will discuss a number of intensive outreach camp programs specifically for Indigenous students at universities across Australia. We draw on thematic analysis to identify common themes using NVivo from interviews with Indigenous university students, Indigenous outreach staff, and caregivers of the students to explore their perspectives on ‘what works’ and what can be improved in outreach activities.
Results. The paper will share findings from the fellowship which highlight the effectiveness of the initiatives identified as well as possible areas to strengthen outreach initiatives.
Discussion. We will discuss the development of resources to strengthen Indigenous outreach programs to assist universities across Australia in enhancing their programs which in turn could inform policy design and to contribute to building a stronger outreach strategies targeting Indigenous students.
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