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Introduction. Music festivals provide benefits to society and the economy, but pose potential harm concerning mass gatherings and illicit drug use. Regulatory control, clinical guidelines, multiagency partnerships and community engagement have been essential instruments placed to reduce drug-related harm in NSW, Australia.
Aims. To demonstrate various harm-reduction measures implemented at music festivals in NSW. 
Methods. Case studies and reviews of music festival operations will be discussed to illustrate the various harm reduction measures available at NSW music festivals and partnerships among government agencies, industries, and people with lived and living experience.
Results. The NSW Ministry of Health has supported over 150 high-risk music festivals from September 2018 to May 2026, attended by more than 2.4 million people. Harm reduction measures implemented at these events included onsite medical and ambulance services and peer-based harm reduction services. From March 2025 to February 2026, NSW Health and trained peer workers delivered the NSW drug checking trial at 12 selected festivals. Analytical results regarding drug composition and purity guided harm-reduction conversations with patrons who submitted samples for testing and informed public drug warnings. 3,4-Methylenedioxymethylamphetamine (MDMA) was the primary substance detected and the leading cause of drug-related harm, followed by cocaine, ketamine, and cannabinoids. Novel psychoactive substances, such as 1,4-butanediol, methylone, protonitazepyne, bromazolam, fluorexetamine/2-fluoro-2-oxo PCE, and 2-CB, were less frequently identified.
Discussion. Multiple harm reduction interventions implemented at NSW music festivals have been shown to reduce drug-related harm at music festivals. Toxicology findings contributed to NSW drug intelligence and facilitated public health intervention.  Shared goals and mutual respect among stakeholders have fostered strong relationships and trust, enabling effective information sharing, coordinated responses, and the collaborative development of new operations. 
