Investigating the phenomenon of ‘online engagement fatigue’ 
Introduction. Student engagement research demonstrates strong links to learning outcomes, particularly online. However, the possibility that students may suffer engagement fatigue, which may negatively impact their learning remains unexplored. During their online teaching experiences, an interdisciplinary research team observed that some online students' engagement at different times of the semester seemed to diminish.  For example, they participated less in discussions, accessed fewer resources, shared more occasional posts, and interacted less with peers and instructors
.
Aims. This project investigated the phenomenon of the concept of ‘online engagement fatigue’ and whether it affected low socioeconomic status and regional, rural, and remote students
. It was suspected that these groups might experience increased vulnerability – isolation studying online, intermittent connectivity, first in a family in higher education so unfamiliarity with university and discipline discourses and ongoing disadvantage in higher education – affecting their learning outcomes. 
Methods. In-depth interviews were undertaken with ten instructors and eighteen students in semester 2, 2020, to explore this concept and its impacts. All interviews were transcribed verbatim by a professional transcription service and analysed using both computer (NVivo) and manual thematic coding.  A system for collecting data on students’ online interactions with their virtual classroom know as Learning Analytics was also used to explore how students engage with the online classroom across a semester.  Learning analytics was collated for all undergraduate courses in all university disciplines to use as baseline data to compare with the Learning analytics for the individual students interviewed.
Results. There was general agreement that engagement fatigue occurred for students at various times, mostly associated with teaching requirements and expectations (e.g. too many forum posts, too much reading or too many zoom classes each day). Staff talked of low student engagement, especially during COVID when those students who enrolled as first-year on-campus students were harder to engage in the online environment.  Learning analytics also supported the concept.

Discussion. The data revealed that student engagement fatigue phenomena does exist, slumping around week 5 or 6
. Conversely, engagement tends to peak at the beginning and end of semesters. 
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