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Introduction. The IUPHAR Education Section (IUPHAR-Ed) is the global educational arm of the International Union of Basic and Clinical Pharmacology, dedicated to improving pharmacology education through international collaboration. It brings together educators from around the world to develop shared teaching resources, create consensus on key pharmacology principles, and support curriculum innovation across diverse contexts. IUPHAR-Ed oversees major initiatives such as the Pharmacology Education Project (PEP), and the Core Concepts of Pharmacology (CCP) project1.
Aims. Collaborative efforts like those led by IUPHAR-Ed flourished in the 2020s, supported by advances in technology such as online video conferencing and shared cloud platforms. This presentation will outline the strategies used to engage the global pharmacology community and showcase our collaborative approach through the stages of defining and unpacking the core concepts of pharmacology2. 

Methods. An expert group, recruited via IUPHAR member societies and direct contact from the research team, used a two-phase iterative process to define and unpack core concepts. Phase one developed draft definitions through online meetings and asynchronous work; phase two refined them via a two-day hybrid workshop, followed by further online collaboration.
Results. A total of 60 pharmacology experts contributed to the defining and unpacking project, representing 17 countries across 6 continents from 54 different institutions. The project produced consensus definitions for a final list of 24 core concepts and 103 sub-concepts of pharmacology2. By the end of 2024 the CCP had involved over 400 educators and 1500 students from 28 countries. 

Discussion. An international consensus was developed by involving faculty who teach across a wide range of countries and programmes. Iterative rounds of online meetings, asynchronous work, and a hybrid meeting sparked rich debates that challenged expert educators to reflect on their foundational understanding and beliefs. Continued coordinated research efforts will ensure that both concept inventories and teaching resources are evidence-based and engage the global pharmacology community.
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