Creating a typology of early assessment tasks in higher education: curriculum, support and success 
Introduction. With the increasing diversity in the first-year cohort in Australian universities, emphasis has been placed on using early low-stakes assessment tasks to transition students into academia and improve retention rates. Yet, while the practice of incorporating early assessment tasks in higher education may be common–indeed recommended in policy and best practice–we have been faced with many questions around assessment format, purpose, design, support, timing, implementation and feedback provided to students.
Aims. The purpose of this study is to create a typology of early assessment tasks that encourage student engagement prior to the census date.
Methods. This showcase will discuss the role of early assessment tasks in first-year university: the need for thoughtful design, timely implementation and embedded support. The broader project will be described, drawing on a global survey of academic staff, current literature and augmented by a case study of assessment tasks at one regional Australian university to create this typology.
Results. Analysis of first-year assessment tasks has shown that although there is much variation in the format, design and implementation of assessment tasks, there is still a reliance on a small number of ‘conventional’ approaches within disciplines: Science and Business tend to rely on multiple-choice style assessment whereas Education favours extended written assessments. Our analysis shows that when used as a measure of student engagement, timing and support were found to be more critical than the value of the early assessment tasks.
Discussion. Well-designed early assessment tasks can assist students to make a successful transition into university, both socially and academically, facilitate students’ learning, build confidence, and provide feedback to students and staff on students’ progress.  The typology will be of use to educational designers and academic staff across the higher education sector.
