Becoming PhD scholars- a cross-cultural experience of learning with and from each other 
Engaging in a PhD program involves learning about becoming an academic. Learning with and from each other as PhD scholars, through student-led partnerships, enriches this experience. We are a group of students from Australia, China, India, and Papua New Guinea within the field of higher education research, who have expanded the idea of Students as Partners into our PhD learning community to achieve inclusive and collaborative cross-cultural learning (Cook-Sather et al., 2014: Long, 2018). Therefore, in this roundtable, we share our individual stories of working in partnership, through research design and academic writing, as well as collaboration on authorships. Not only have we become research partners, but also empathetic humans on the doctoral journey. As we lead discourses surrounding themes of cross-cultural learning, we open a space to talk about traditionally lonely PhD journeys, collaborative cross-cultural learning, and opportunities to enrich the relationships in our research network (Long, 2018). Using the Birds of a Feather format, we invite other students to share their cross-cultural collaborative learning experiences. Through our individual yet, collaborative PhD learning experience our points of discussion are around feedback, support, and reflection. Our evolving cross-cultural dialogue is situated within Nakata’s (2007) cultural interface which is a contested knowledge space where there is an awareness of how we learn during the PhD given our cultural backgrounds. Through this dialogue, we have had an appreciation for constructive feedback and peer support of our individual PhD research. This experience provides us a new space to share meaning and negotiate diverse perspectives, broadening our worldview and scholarship (Ting-Toomey & Chung, 2012). Therefore, we extend the dialogue to other PhD students in a similar situation as ours. We hope that by drawing on cross-cultural dialogue and the values of empathy and compassion in partnerships that the PhD experience can be enriched.
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