Engaging students as partners in Chinese universities:  Comparative analysis of students and academics perceptions
Students as Partners (SaP) is gaining increasing attention within higher education contexts. As a cultural-dependent and inclusive idea, scholars are arguing for greater attention to SaP outside of western contexts (Green, 2019). Although SaP practices are emerging in Chinese universities, they tend to uncritically adopt western models underpinned by western values diminishing possibilities and potentials arising from recognising the cultural-situated nature of nurturing learner-teacher relationships as a partnership (Liang & Matthews, 2020). We argue that understanding and enhancing pedagogical relationships in Chinese universities starts with exploratory research investigating current practices and perceptions that acknowledges the local cultural norms and values.  Responding to the call of understanding SaP outside of western contexts, where the language of SaP is typically not used, this research explores practices and perceptions of pedagogical partnerships amongst students and academics at three Chinese universities. The approach involved adapting and translating an established survey tool capturing two indicators – importance and involvement – of 17 practices that align with the broad Healey et al.’s (2014) model of SaP (Matthews et al., 2017). In total, 402 undergraduate students and 85 academics completed the survey. Analysis of descriptive statistics and paired t-tests were conducted with SPSS. The results show involvement in a range of SaP practices in Chinese universities. On average, students reported they wanted to be more involved. Both students and academics indicated high levels of agreement about the importance of such practices that foster learner-teacher interactions and partnerships. The findings suggest that forms of what we call SaP in the west are unfolding in Chinese universities. This presents important opportunities to then investigate how such practices are shaped by and are re-shaping cultural norms in Chinese universities, particularly uncritical, politicised conceptions of Confucianism in a higher sector increasingly responding to global neoliberal forces. Avenues for future research will be discussed. 
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