Creating the Advanced Japanese Tertiary Language Teacher’s Network across Australia, NZ and Singapore
Introduction. While COVID 19 has placed considerable strain on universities, it has also presented an opportunity to innovate and to strengthen the links between institutions to support effective teaching practice. Our project, funded by the Japan Foundation, explored tertiary level advanced Japanese language teaching at universities in Australia, New Zealand, and Singapore; and results showcase the need for collegiate networking to ensure that language education continues to play a central role in nurturing global citizens. 

Aims. This showcase aims to evaluate the sense of crisis shared by tertiary Japanese language educators and to review the strategies they have used to overcome the challenges facing the advanced level courses, and to showcase the potential well-being and professional benefits of a collegiate network developed in collaboration with the Japanese Studies Association of Australia. 
Methods. Data was collected through an online survey (77 participants) and zoom interviews (40 participants) with tertiary Japanese language educators to assess the current state of Advanced Japanese subject offerings and recent challenges facing language teaching and learning in the three countries, including the impact of COVID-19. 
Results. While confirming the dynamic approaches to Japanese language teaching across participating institutions, our results showed that a majority of participants welcomed our network proposal, a number expressing the hope that we can work together to share the up-to-date authentic materials required at this level and that institutions develop closer teaching ties with external bodies, including employers, to better support both our teachers and students. 
Discussion. The development and collation of shared online course materials will continue to be critical. Collaborative networks ensure that materials, on-line resources and experience can be shared, so that students develop skills as autonomous users of Japanese. Our growing network has now linked with the Global Network of Japanese Language Education to consolidate our collaboration internationally.
