Title: Knowledge, understanding and process: Factors affecting clinical facilitators use of the ANSAT in undergraduate nursing students’ clinical practice assessments

Introduction. Assessment of undergraduate nursing students’ work integrated learning (WIL) placements are critical, yet they are known to be complex and challenging (Fitzgerald, Gibson& Gunn, 2010; Wu et al. 2015). The Australian Nursing Standards Assessment Tool (ANSAT) was developed in response to these known complexities (Ossenberg, Dalton & Henderson 2016) and has been used since its inception in 2014 in many Australian universities for clinical assessment of students’ practice and learning.
Aims. The aim of this study was to investigate clinical facilitators’ experiences when using the ANSAT to better understand how the assessment of student learning and practice is influenced using this tool. The study sought to identify enablers and challenges in practice and how the ANSAT structure and content might influence assessors’ perceptions and assessment practice. 

Methods. Single semi-structured face-to-face interviews were conducted with nine participant clinical facilitators employed at a multi-campus university in Queensland, Australia. 
Results. Thematic analysis of the findings identified that there are three interconnected themes that represent the experience of the study participants and highlight issues associated with using the ANSAT. The themes are knowledge of the ANSAT, assessment process in practice and preparation and training. 

Discussion. The results of this study confirm ongoing challenges around consistency of interpretation and use of the ANSAT; preparation and training are key to addressing these challenges. The conclusions from this study indicate there is value in investing in training and education of clinical facilitators to promote standardisation and consistency of nursing students’ WIL assessments.
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