Indigenising the health workers’ curriculum through storying 

Storying as an indigenous methodology can be used to shape the curriculum of indigenous health worker’s training. In Papua New Guinea, there is a cadre known as the Health Extension Officer which was created for indigenous rural contexts- ples. Here, ples relates to sociocultural contexts of ethnicity, identity, people, and place with indigenous knowledge systems. However, the Health Extension Officer who is trained in western scientific knowledge occupies the cultural interface where he/she navigates the tension and convergences of two or more knowledge systems (Nakata, 2007). Therefore, storying through dialogue can allow the Health Extension Officer to unpack his/her role considering his/her professional practice within such knowledge shifting contexts (Kovach, 2009; Phillips & Bunda, 2018). Dialogue was initiated with six Health Extension Officers. The approach involved the use of Pasin (Kula-Semos, 2009). Pasin in its Tok Pisin translation means to search for the truth, to know and to do while seeing with all your senses and through the eyes of others.  In co-constructing the stories– inquiry was based on the nuances in the language, characteristics of people and ples. An observation of the six stories portrayed how the Health Extension Officer needed to continuously shift between transitioning health care contexts in Papua New Guinea. This signaled relationality which is the relationship of the ways of knowing (lainim pasin) to their ways of being (luksave pasin). With relationality grounding the themes of health promotion, patient care management and community relationships - there is an appreciation for the cultural interface. Therefore, storying through Pasin allows for barriers to be broken through relationality- ples is not forgotten. This is a relevant approach that can indigenise and decolonise the curriculum of health workers in Papua New Guinea, thus promoting alternative ways of knowing and learning. 
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