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Introduction. Assessments that require effortful retrieval of information, such as short-answer questions (SAQs), promote better retention than tests that require recognition only. SAQs also provide a window into a students’ thought processes (1,2), enabling educators to assess students’ engagement in higher-order operations by applying the fundamentals of science to complex clinical cases.
Aims. The purpose of this session is to 1) share results from our studies on the perceived benefits and drawbacks of constructed response short-answer questions (CR-SAQs) and 2) provide participants with hands-on practice.
Methods. We surveyed students and faculty at three institutions, using a Likert scale and open-ended question-based survey to evaluate perceptions of CR-SAQs using the criteria of good assessment (3). 
Results.  Students and faculty report that the benefits of CR-SAQs are authenticity, deeper learning, and receiving feedback. Drawbacks included feasibility, construct validity, and scoring reproducibility. Students and faculty found CR-SAQs to be both acceptable (show your reasoning, partial credit) and unacceptable (stressful, not USMLE format).
Discussion. Using these insights participants in the workshop will be able to achieve the following objectives (4). 
· Categorize open-ended exam questions according to levels of Bloom’s taxonomy 
· Write open-ended exam questions that test higher level cognitive skills 
· Construct rubrics that incorporate cognitive skill level for grading open-ended exam questions
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