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Introduction. Pharmacogenomics is the study of how a person’s genetic makeup influences their response to medications. This knowledge allows for medication optimisation, by minimising adverse drug reactions and maximising therapeutic efficacy. While pharmacogenomic knowledge advances, the implementation into Australian clinical practice has been slow. For successful implementation, it's important to consider the current understandings and perceptions of pharmacogenomics from consumers. Within Australia, there's limited current insight into the thoughts and preferences of consumers regarding pharmacogenomics.

Aims. This study aimed to understand the general Australian public's current knowledge and perception of pharmacogenomics.
Methods. A mixed-method online survey with 54 questions was distributed via Qualtrics. Questions ranged from multiple choice, Likert scale and open-text options. A calculated sample size of 600 was needed to give a 95% confidence level with a 4% margin of error based on Australia’s population size of 26 million in 2023. Descriptive and inferential statistics were used for quantitative data analysis, while thematic analysis was applied to qualitative data.
Results. Preliminary data from 781 participants was analysed. Most respondents (76.46%, n=591) had never heard of pharmacogenomics. Approximately 10% (n=77) of respondents were still unsure about pharmacogenomics and its benefits even after receiving a definition and blurb. This awareness and understanding of pharmacogenomics were further explored in focus groups/semi-structured interviews to identify themes. 
Discussion. A previous study from over a decade ago found that the Australian public had limited awareness regarding pharmacogenomics, and this lack of awareness amongst the population was still evident in our current 2023/2024 survey (Haddy et al, 2010). 
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