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Drug repurposing is the process of finding new uses for existing drugs. It is a strategy that can be faster, cheaper, and safer than developing a new drug. However there are a number of challenges to overcome in the development process to develop a potential drug to achieve a regulatory standard to enable clinical use. Some of these challenges are around access to shelved industry compounds and their trial data, or attaining information from drugs that have been in clinical practice prior to the current more stringent regulatory dossier requirements. Similarly there can be a lack of repositories to register abandoned compounds. Access to grant funding to study drugs seen as non innovative can also be a challenge, as can access to clinical, clinical pharmacology, regulatory and mathematical modelling skills. This presentation will discuss the role of global consortia combining preclinical and clinical pharmacology with regulatory experience, biology, physics and chemistry skills to drive this field to successfully enable a new clinical use.
