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Introduction. Assessment in pharmacology education plays a critical role in evaluating student understanding, guiding instructional strategies, and ensuring competency in clinical decision-making. However, traditional assessment formats—such as multiple-choice questions (MCQs)—may not fully capture the depth of pharmacological reasoning or application skills. Reassessment, or the structured opportunity for students to revisit and improve upon prior assessments, offers a promising approach to deepen learning. This session explores the pedagogical implications, logistical challenges, and educational benefits of diverse assessment and reassessment formats in pharmacology.

Aims. This session will: 1) examine the strengths and limitations of various assessment formats (e.g., MCQs, short-answer questions, case-based assessments, oral exams), 2) explore the role of reassessment in promoting mastery learning, 3) identify barriers to implementing reassessment in pharmacology curricula, and 4) provide strategies for integrating reassessment to enhance student engagement and retention.

Methods. Participants will analyze sample pharmacology assessments and engage in small-group discussions to evaluate their effectiveness in measuring higher-order thinking. Participants will design a reassessment plan tailored to their own teaching context and discuss barriers to implementation.

Results. Attendees will gain insight into how reassessment can shift the focus from performance to learning. They will leave with practical tools for designing assessments that align with learning objectives and support student growth, as well as strategies for overcoming institutional and logistical barriers to reassessment implementation.

Discussion. This session highlights the transformative potential of reassessment in pharmacology education. By embracing diverse assessment formats and structured opportunities for reflection and improvement, educators can foster deeper understanding, reduce test anxiety, and promote long-term retention of pharmacological knowledge.
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