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The TGA regulates the introduction of medicines and medical devices to the Australian market, as well as administering an adverse reaction reporting system and quality control over manufacturing. The TGA also manages the scheduling of drugs and chemicals in the Poisons Standard, which determines how States & Territories apply controls over their sale, packaging and labelling. The TGA uses a risk-based approach to assess new medicines, with stronger information requirements for prescription medicines and lighter requirements for over-the-counter (OTC medicines and complementary medicines. The Australian Industrial Chemicals Introduction Scheme (AICIS) regulates the introduction of industrial chemicals (defined as those not captured by other regulators). Toxicologists, both in-house and as experts appointed to advisory committees, evaluate data included in regulatory submissions and provide a range of advice to the Delegates who make decisions on product registration, poisons scheduling and industrial chemicals introduction. This presentation outlines the career pathway I have followed in academia, in government and in retirement that has enabled me to interact with toxicologists in the TGA, AICIS and other chemicals regulatory systems. 
