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Introduction. The interest in skill development for graduates entering the workforce has been growing over several years, however, less is known about skill development to prepare students pursuing research pathways beyond their undergraduate degrees. 
Aims. To compare student and supervisor perceptions of the skills required, and level of development of these skills, to undertake an Honours year. 
Methods. Students were surveyed prior to commencement of the 2023 Honours programme, supervisors were surveyed prior to the 2024 Honours intake. Surveyed skills (adapted from Hanson & Overton, 2010) included a range of discipline-specific skills/knowledge (e.g. chemical terminology and manipulative laboratory skills) and generic skills (e.g. professional, ethical behaviours and report writing skills).
Results. The survey was completed by 28 students and 15 supervisors. Comparisons between the two groups revealed a common theme where perceived importance of all skills was greater than the perceived level of mastery. Both students and supervisors rated manipulative laboratory skills and analytical skills (such as raw data processing) among the top 3 discipline-specific skills and knowledge.  Supervisors also rated safe chemical handling among the most important skills, while  students favoured their knowledge of fundamental pharmacology principles. Students and supervisors identified report writing and time management/organisational skills among the most important generic skills.  Supervisors perceived professional and ethical behaviour to be the most important generic skill.
Discussion. This study provides insight into the types of skills desired by Honours supervisors and compares this with the skills students perceive as most important. We identify a mismatch between perceived importance and level of attainment by both students and supervisors of both discipline-related and generic skills for students embarking on research training.
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