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Introduction. Despite longstanding public health efforts, malaria remains a critical health burden in Nigeria (NMEP, 2022; WHO, 2023).  
Aims. This study aimed to (1) assess knowledge and utilization of mosquito nets, particularly insecticide-treated nets (ITNs), (2) evaluate understanding of vulnerable populations most susceptible to malaria, and (3) identify both current and preferred modalities for malaria-related information dissemination.
Methods. Data were collected via a structured questionnaire from 504 adult male and female respondents across urban and rural areas. Descriptive statistics, chi-square tests and effect size measures (Cramer's V) were used to analyse knowledge levels, usage patterns, and media preferences. Multiple-response analysis was applied to questions on vulnerable populations and communication modalities.
Results. Over half of respondents correctly identified definitions of mosquito nets, ITNs, and long-lasting insecticidal nets (LLINs), although 41.9% were unsure. Awareness of ITNs was higher in urban areas (56.5%) than rural (17.9%) (χ² = 50.958, p < .001), with usage high - 75.2% reporting using ITNs often or always. Knowledge of malaria-vulnerable groups was highest for under-5 children (55.4%) and pregnant women (53.0%), with males significantly more likely to identify other groups like persons with sickle cell disorder and HIV/AIDS (χ² = 50.958, p < .001, Cramer's V = .318).
Healthcare professionals were the most trusted source of malaria information (73.4%), followed by family/friends (66.7%). Respondents recommended increasing use of digital platforms like internet advertisements (40.5%) and social media (33.7%) - alongside traditional channels. 
Discussion. While foundational knowledge and ITNs usage were commendable, disparities by residence and gender persist. Campaigns should focus on rural outreaches, gender-responsive messaging, and greater integration of digital media.
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