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Introduction. Pharmacology is essential in healthcare education but often poses challenges due to its complexity. Traditional teaching methods may not sufficiently address the distinct learning needs of nursing and pharmacy students, highlighting the importance of tailored instructional approaches.
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Figure 1: Conceptual framework illustrating the alignment of innovative teaching
strategies with profession-specific learning needs in pharmacology.




Aims. To explore and evaluate innovative, profession-specific pharmacology teaching strategies for nursing and pharmacy students that address their unique clinical roles and educational needs.
Methods. Using a reflective teaching approach, profession-specific strategies were implemented, including flipped classrooms, on-the-spot testing, problem-based learning, gamification, interactive simulations, and clinical integration. Student engagement and feedback were compared between nursing and pharmacy cohorts.
Results. Pharmacy students responded positively to flipped classroom activities, demonstrating higher engagement, receptivity, and confidence in pre- and post-lecture testing. Nursing students, while benefiting from interactive strategies, reported workload challenges that limited preparation and engagement, and appeared slower to gain confidence with pharmacology content. Overall, profession-specific approaches improved participation and understanding, with greater immediate gains observed among pharmacy students.
Discussion. Tailored, profession-aligned pharmacology pedagogy enhances learning outcomes and confidence, though discipline-specific barriers such as workload must be addressed for equitable impact. These findings support the adoption of adaptable, innovative teaching strategies across health professions curricula.
