Can assessment of discussion board contributions drive learning and collaboration in an online course?
Introduction. In fully online courses, isolation and disconnectedness can be barriers to engagement and learning. Discussion boards can provide opportunities for students to interact and share knowledge, however, many students do not regularly participate, or contribute in a superficial way. Current literature suggests discussion board posts should be regular, timely, display knowledge of subject material, be reflective, and support other learners. How do we encourage students to demonstrate these skills and effectively engage with online social learning? 
Aims. The aim of this round table, birds of a feather session is to discuss strategies to encourage participation in educational discussion boards in the online environment. The development and implementation of a summative assessment task, which required students to regularly contribute to the discussion board, will be reviewed. 
Methods. Questions to explore will include:  Should discussion board contributions be assessed? What elements can be assessed?  How would students respond to the notion of their participation being assessed? Do the benefits justify the effort (for students and faculty)? Should students be provided with orientation or guidance about how to maximise learning benefits in discussion boards?  

Results. The intended outcome of this roundtable is to collaborate with those interested in improving student experiences in the online study environment, and to critique a rubric developed to assess discussion board contributions.  Networking with those who may be interested in developing future research projects on this topic will be facilitated.  
