Realising international student agency in multiple moments of transition

Introduction. International students make an integral contribution to Australian higher education, but their contributions are overlooked when narratives of deficit ignore student agency. Thus, interventions for international students must be predicated on the use of collaborative power relations (Cummins, 2009). This showcase focuses on ways that universities can construct recurring opportunities for international students to exercise agency to generate environments that are inclusive of their knowledges, positionalities and contributions to communities. 

Aims. In this discussion presenters showcase a collection of initiatives at the University of Melbourne focused on the complex transitions international students make a key moments in their degree programs.

Methods. We begin by sharing insights from an innovative orientation program that aims to support adaptation to a new academic context. Far from assuming international students arrive with deficits to be managed, students’ existing knowledge is acknowledged and brought in. During study, we adopt a peer-to-peer model to support teaching staff and use workshops, symposia and orientations to engage teaching staff in discussions around contemporary pedagogy and how to best meet the needs of culturally and linguistically diverse students. Transitioning out of study, presenters argue that truly future-ready graduates benefit from exposure to the workplace in their chosen field through Work Integrated Learning (WIL) initiatives. However, attention to wider societal barriers international students face securing WIL placements is necessary for success. 
Discussion. The presenters will share qualitative and quantitative data from students and teaching staff as well as emergent approaches that focus on drawing on international student agency to strive for inclusion in contemporary universities. The discussion will also centre on the ways we have endeavoured to generate a truly future-ready Faculty to challenge parochial views that focus on deficits rather than great strengths that come with diversity.
Links to conference subthemes

Discussions in this showcase focus on several themes related to teaching, learning and the student experience. In particular this showcase centres on diversified curricula and globally informed pedagogy which presenters consider to be imperative for truly future ready graduates. Furthermore we celebrate student diversity, inclusion, success, and a peer supported teaching model that attends to internationalisation “at home” (Knight, 2004) and takes advantage of the skills, knowledge and contributions of international students on Australian campuses.  

This showcase also considers pathways into and out of higher education. Specifically a focus on WIL must be grounded in positions of equity to remove structural barriers that would otherwise unfairly impact international students’ access to industry opportunities that domestic students take for granted. 

Finally, this showcase attends to the subtheme of professional learning for academic practice wherein presenters share how a peer teaching support model provides a starting place for broader institutional change in approaches to cultural and linguistic diversity. As a group of academics diversely educated in Australia, Canada and China the presenters encourage participants to consider and discuss the ways our multiple personal identities converge with our academic identities as we teach and learn with our students in modern universities. 

